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AN 


Exhortatory Addreſs, &c. 


FA Dearly Belbved, 


HEN I threw off the ld leaven, 
| and dedicated myſelf (unworthy | 
as I am) to the ſervice of GOD, and ye 
his choſen people, I little thought of ap- 4 
pearing in print, much leſs of commenc- 
ing author, (as the phraſe is) and entering 
the literary liſts, in anſwer to the challenge 
of a profane antagoniſt : but when I faw 
Satan at work with his inſtruments to over- 
throw the works of the righteous ; when I | 
ſaw impudence and folly attempt. to laugh 4 
piety out of countenance; in a word, when 
I faw the dart of ſlander aimed at the ſa- 
cred body of religion; I thought it was my 
duty as a Man, a Chriſtian, and a Divine, 
He ſtand forth in its defence; and rather 

b „ conſidering & 


(4) 

conſidering the urgency of the occaſion, and 
the glory of the cauſe, than my own weak- 
neſs and inability: I ſay, rather conſider- 
ing theſe, I thought it was my duty to offer 
a word for the LoR D; truſting that he 
who inſpired babes and ſucklings, would 
put ſuch words into my mouth, as ſhould 
filence the vain, and make the wicked 
bluſh at their own unworthineſs. 


But who can touch pitch, and not be 
defiled? What I meant as a correction, 
was taken as an addreſs; and I have drawn 
upon myſelf the ſcurrility of a defamer, 
who has thought proper to direct I do not 
know what ſort of a letter to me, which 
he calls an Anſwer to the late Chriſtian and 
Critical Remarks on the Farce of the Minor, 
laid before the public in general, but par- 
ticularly deſigned for you. 


Poor infatuated t he thinks he has 
ſhewn himſelf a very able caſuiſt, by at- 


tempting to prove my deficiency in critical 
knowledge, | 


| . 
knowledge, my ignorance in regard to hiſto« 
rical truths, and my want of taſte with reſpect 
to claſſical productions. May the Lord; of 
his infinite Mercy, open the eyes of his un- 
derſtanding, and ſet him right with regard 
to matters of much greater conſequence, 
in which he is in an error -I wrote my 
remarks upon his farce, not to prove myſelf 
a ſcholar, but a chriſtian ; not to ſhow my 
learning, but to teſtify my zeal; and fo 
| wholly weaned am I from ſuch vain pur- 
ſuits, that I ſhall not now attempt to ex- 
poſe bis unfair treatment of me as'a man of 


letters, though it might ſerve to throw a 
light on his other falſities and prevarications. 


Yet let me deſire ſomebody to aſk him, on 


what part of my Chriſtian and Critical Re- 
marks,he foundedthe following words, ſpeak- 
ing of Socrates, I do not indeed lament with 


you his not having been a Chriſtian, nor 
e jmpute it to the vice of his education, for 


let that have been as it would, there ſeems 

« tohave been an almoſt inſuperable obſtacle 
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(6) 
_  # to his ever joining in one: communion 
«with us, viz. that he died in the 95th 
cc olympiad, Jul 390 * before Chriſt 
was born. 


My expreſſion is, ſpeaking of Socrates, 

*© who was almoſt an Heathen through the 
48 ee prejudice of education.” Mr. 
Foote is defired to have recourſe to the 
Engliſh tranſlation of Plutarch, where I 
take it for granted he found the preciſe 
olympiad of Socrates his birth, as well as his 
other knowledge concerning him, and he 
will find that one of the chief accuſations 
which was brought againſt him, by 
his wicked perſecutors, was his wanting 
to introduce a ſtrange, ſo they called the 
only true and great, G O D. Now was 


not this pray a ſufficient foundation for me 


to ſay, that this divine philoſopher was al- 
moſt a Heathen, though the unhappy pre- 
judice of education? or would any man, 
who did not wilfully miſrepreſent, charge 
me with the abſurdity of lamenting his not 


being achriſtian No; it is thoſe who have 


heard 


© | mercy ; but the others are to be condemned, 


(F) 
heard the name of Chriſt, and yet are not 
_ chriſtians, that I lament ; for the firſt are 
only to be pitied, and no doubt will receive 


and for them is no ER 


Mx. Foote's own method of treating the 
character of Socrates is unintelligible indeed, 
and it is hard to know what he would in- 
ſinuate, when in one paragraph he com- 
pares him to the father of medicine; and 
in the next hints, that he was a liar and 
| impoſtor, who ſtrove to deceive men by 
pretenſions to an indwelling of the ſpirit, 
of which he was not conſcious. It is in- 
poſſible to ſerve God and Mammon and if 
Mr. Foote charges Sccrates with a diabolical 
fraud like this, he expoſes himſelf to ridi- 
cule, by defending his character in any 
other light.— Should I not be thought a 
very odd creature, was | to aſſert, that 
ſuch a' one was an idle vagabond, who 
run ſtrolling about from place to place, 
debauching the morals of the people, 


and 


(8) 

and picking their pockets; and yet add, 
that in other reſpects he was an extreme 
worthy perſon, of an irreproachahle con- 
duct, and, in ſhort, as honeſt a man as 
ever lived upon the face of the earth ? 


The next thing he thinks himſelf very ſe- 
vere upon me in, is where he finds me 
out in a blunder with regard to the cauſe 
of the death of Socrates. * Your next 
& anathema is thundered out againſt one 
“ Ariſtophanes, a certain Greck comic 


te poet, whoſe diſciple you pron ounce me 
to be; and to the unbounded licence 


« of whole execrable farces, produced and 
« foſtered by the corruption and depravity 
« of the age, the untimely death of that 
excellent citizen apa inimitable Philoſo- 
t pher was owing.” 


My words were, de * muſt I add, 
« that ſome writters have dated the fall of 
ce that excellent philoſopher, from the firſt 
exhibition of this contemptible farce ?” 

| 1 It 


(9) 
It was a mighty eaſy thing for me to 
ſatisfy myſelf (had I been ignorant) of 


the exact time of the performance of T“ 


Clouds, as well as of the number of years 
between that and the execution of Socrates; 
but indeed, I knew both very well; and 
I would be glad to be informed of the im- 
_ propriety I committed in ſaying, the fall of 
Socrates was dated from the firſt exhibition 
of The Clouds, though his death happened 
ſix and twenty years after. Are we to 
imagine that the comedy of The Clouds was 
forgot ? Nay, can Mr. Foote prove that 
the repreſentation of it was not frequently 
repeated, even to a very little time before 


the death of Socrates? he will allow, at 


leaſt, that it was in every body's hands; and 
it is a very natural ſuppoſition,” that the 
minds of the people were rendered eaſier 


to receive impreſſions to his diſadvantage, . 
at the time of the fatal cataſtrophe of his 


tragedy, by remembering, or rather having 
before their eyes, the piece in which he 
was made ridiculous.--A poiſon may be given 


C many 


— m 1 
—— —¾x — — 


(16) 

many years before other concurrent cauſes 
occaſion it to take effect. This J apprehend | 
to be the caſe of Socrates. Ariſtophanes 
his farce was not the apparent inſtrument 
of his deſtruction ; but it was the firſt 
thing that tended to leſſen him in the peo-— 
ple eyes, by rendering him ridiculous to 
them, and therefore I think we may fairly 
infer, that it co-operated ſtrongly with his 
tyrannical enemies in their wicked attempt 
upon his life. 


I very well know the deceitful and 
dangerous tendency of what the world calls 
wit and humour, which frequently ſerves 
to gild the moſt pernicious ſubjects, till we 
inſenſibly imbibe damnation. It is for this 
reaſon that I would ſtrongly recommend 
it to the godly, to refrain from all ſuch 
books, as, by a bewitching vivacity, are apt 
to excite admiration ; for what we once 
admirc, we are very near approving. 


Ms, 


5c! 
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8 Mr. Foote tells me I have ſhown myſelf 


abſolutely ignorant of the nature of the 
theatre, and the drama. I glory in that 
ignorance ! I bleſs God, my ſtudies have 
run in a very different track! but I will 
not retort upon him his ignorance of GOD 
and his holy goſpel ; no, I will only wiſh 


that he would apply the parts which his 


Creator has bleſſed him with, to better pur- 
poſes, than ridiculing his miniſters, making 


a ſport of the doctrine of his church, and 


miſleading his creatures to their eternal de- 
ſtruction. 


I would recommend to his conſidera- 
tion two lines to be found in the works of 
a couple of his brother play-wrights, though 
Gods knows in themſelves, for the greater 
part, moſt odious examples of blaſphemy, 
obſecurity, and immorality. Beaumont 


and Fletcher, however, have in their playof 


the Knight of the burning Peſt/e, this Stanza: 


CA | Fer 
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For wicked mirth never true pleaſure brings, 
But honeſt minds are pleas'd with honefl ** 


A motto which ſhould be kept in remem- 


brance by all who abandon themſelves to 
ſuch idle occupations ; to the end that 
though they can do no gaod, they may _ 
as little miſchief as potlible, 


But, dear brethren, my chief deſign when 
I fat down to write theſe few pages, was 
not ſo-much to anſwer, and expoſe Mr. 
Foote, as to caution and preſerve you ; who 


reading his accurſed pamphlet (for fo, in 


ſpite of charity, I am obliged to call it) and 
not being uſed to ſuch a ſtile and manner 
of writing, may miſconceive the ſcope and 


deſign of it, which is only, by a pack of 


the moſt horrid falſhoods, to villify and 
| beſpatter one of the beſt and worthieſt men 
that has appeared fince the days of primi- 
five Chriſtianity, - | 


&k 


Chriſtian church, which at the firſt view - 


[ 13 ] 
It is true, this excellent divine publiſhes 


a refutation of his wicked and abominable 


ſarcaſms every day he lives. His life is a 


contradiction of them. But what muſt 


that man be, who, in the face of GOD 
and the world, ſhall publiſh a letter as 
genuine, and coming from a Miniſter of a 


muſt appear to be an infamous forgery, hot 


from the furnace of his own brain? 


God forgive him, and may the Lamb 
who died for us all, reſerve a moiety of his 


faving grace for the poor reprobate. This 
is the revenge which he is to expect from 


Methodiſts. He reviles them, he ſcoffs at 
them, he traduces them—and they pray 
for him. 


And now I beſeech you, my brethren, 


to pray for him, till there is a thorough 
converſion wrought in his heart. I hope 


he will have a call! Yes, I do from my 


ſoul hope it, and pray for it too; and 
ſhould think the time well ſpent which I 


employed. 
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614) 
employed to bring him to a thorough 
knowledge of his duty. G0 D has given 
him ſenſe, but the Devil has given him the 
uſe of it; and till Satan is totally ſuppreſ- 
ſed in his heart; till he leaves the works of 
darkneſs, and puts on the armour of light; 
in a word, till he is renovated, and be- 
comes a new man, whatever outward ſhew 
he may carry, I am ſure he can have no 
eaſe here, and muſt expe&t no peace or 
happineſs hereafter. Oh let him think of 
that dreadful denunciation, and tremble, 
when the Son has aſſured us he will turn 
to thoſe upon his left hand, and fay unto 
them, Depart from me, ye evil doers and 
workers of iniquity, I know you not. De- 
part from me into utter darkneſs, to dwell 
with the Devil and 1s — 


G OD be merciful to us all! 


Amen, 


London, 
Oct. 24, 1760. 


$ erious . ord or two on the preſent 
Melancholy Occaſion. 


| Dearly Beloved, 


INCE I finiſhed the foregoing pages, 
D it has pleaſed the Loxp to afflict this 
nation with the greateſt calamity that could 
poſſibly befall it; I mean the death of our 
moſt excellent Sovereign GROHE the 
Second, of ever- bleſſed memory. What 
crime we may have committed to bring 
down this judgment upon us, is beſt known 
to him to whom all hearts are open. Ido 
not ſay, that the uncommon countenance 
given to the maligners of the miniſters of 
CuR1sT ; to the ſcoffers at religion; and 
in a word, to the author of the Minor, may 
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have had its ſhare in producing this heart- 

| breaking effect; yet ſurely if the crimes of 
Wo individuals ever provoke the Divine Ven- 
mW geance to general puniſhments, we may 
1 with good reaſon aſcribe to that, among the 
reſt of our malefactions, the heavy miſ- 
fortune with which we are at preſent bur- 
thened. N * 


Fain would J attempt the praiſes of our 
late honoured king and father, but this is 
a theme too large to be contracted within 
the narrow limits of a few curſory lines; 
and too magnificent for a pen, which hath 
neither room nor ability to do it juſtice ; 
but it will doubtleſs one day fill ſome glo- 
rious yolume, which ſhall record the in- 
eſtimable qualities of our illuſtrious king in 
a laſting monument. To the hiſtorian. 
then let us leave, as his proper province, 
the wiſdom of his councils, the ſucceſs of 
his arms, and the conduct of his treaties, 
1 and let us only in this place conſider him 
. cloathed, as he always was, with the robes / 


PS 


( T ) 
of righteouſneſs, with the ornaments and 
graces of the alpel | 


As to kites: whatever be our 158, 
there is yet, God be thanked, no cauſe of 
deſpondency; the young monarch now 
ruling over us is endowed with all royal 
virtues and accompliſhments. A lively 
fenſe of religion, and a tender regard to 
his peoples welfare, (ſuch as he has) finiſh 
the character of a prince after GOD' $ own 
3 


Without 4 celpettſul ſubmiſſion to the 


_ royal authority, the ends of government. 


can never be anſwered. I conjure you, 
therefore, brethren, to proceed in that 
laudable tract you have hitherto done, viz. 


a moſt remarkable loyalty and veneration 
for your ſovereign, whom GOD long pre- 


ſerve. Fear God, and honour the King, are 
| the words of GOD himſelf; and again, 
Give ve unto CæsaR the things which are 


55 | _— Cain. 
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CsaR's, and unto God the en thut ar 
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Thus do ye; and ſince our late dear ſo- 
vereign hath in a good old age ſubmitted 
to the fate of all mankind, and the law of 
Providence, let no eminence of ſtation, or | 
fulneſs of fortune, - or number of friends, 
or acceſſions of wealth and power; lead 
any of us into a forgetfulneſs of the end 
+ which awaits us, or of the judge which 
we are to account to. We ſee how the 
faſhion of this world paſſeth away, and 
how its glory withereth, In the midſt of 
life we are in death; and in the midſt of 
honour are haſtening to feed the worms. 


1 


. 4 
Us * 


Oct. 27, 1760. 


